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leave. When they do leave, almost 40
percent of survivors become homeless.
This is wholly unacceptable.

Until we address the full spectrum of
abuse that survivors face, we won’t sig-
nificantly reduce rates of domestic vio-
lence. And for so long as domestic vio-
lence is a glaringly prevalent problem
in our society, we will not see gender
equality.

Incorporating economic abuse into
the definition of domestic violence in
this landmark Federal legislation is a
huge step.

I am honored to have the opportunity
to carry the voices of Orange County
families and survivors to the Halls of
Congress.

I found help to let my family rebuild
our lives. A police officer who had been
trained in DV because of VAWA helped
create the amazing, healthy children I
have. I will count the passage of VAWA
among my proudest achievements.

Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. POR-
TER).

The amendment was agreed to.
AMENDMENT NO. 38 OFFERED BY MR. ROSE OF
NEW YORK

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 38 printed
in part B of House Report 116-32.

Mr. ROSE of New York. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today in support of my
amendment to expand national domes-
tic violence hotlines.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 171, insert after line 2 the following
(and conform the table of contents accord-
ingly):

SEC. 1408. NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE HOT-
LINE.

Not later than 3 months after the date of
enactment of this Act, a national domestic
violence hotline for which a grant is pro-
vided under section 313 of the Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Act shall in-
clude the voluntary feature of texting via
telephone to ensure all methods of commu-
nication are available for victims and those
seeking assistance.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 281, the gentleman
from New York (Mr. ROSE) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

Mr. ROSE of New York. Mr. Chair-
man, when you consider hotlines
today, we have to think about the fact
that text messages are absolutely im-
portant, and they are also, all too
often, ignored.

We need to evolve. We need to fix the
new problems of today as well as the
problems of the future.

As a subcommittee chairman of the
Homeland Security Committee and as
one of the younger Members of this
body, I understand that the advent of
social networks and technology has, in
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many ways, helped us track and iden-
tify bad actors. But as we have heard
from survivors of domestic violence, it
also allows abuse, coercion, stalking,
and intimidation in more ways than
ever before.

Survivors need the necessary tools to
keep themselves safe. When a woman is
being constantly monitored by her
abuser, is unable to hide, and finds her-
self trapped, a phone call could put her
life in even more danger.

This is why I implore my colleagues
to support this amendment, because we
are talking life and death here. This is
not only a matter of believing sur-
vivors—though, to be clear, we abso-
lutely must. This is about making sure
that we empower survivors with the re-
sources they need in the 21st century,
no matter what age they are.

It breaks my heart to know that
those hiding from their abusers could
be a young college student or even a
teenager in high school. A recent study
on intimate partner violence found
that 1 in 10 high school students have
experienced physical violence from dat-
ing a partner in a given year. Nearly
one in three women in college have
said they have been in an abusive dat-
ing relationship.

If these statistics do not highlight
the need for Congress to provide as
much relief as we possibly can, I don’t
know what does.

Making sure women in crisis can
quickly and easily get help by texting
the crisis hotline should be a no-
brainer. The technology exists, and it
has been proven to be effective by
other organizations helping those in
need. This isn’t rocket science.

If we apply modern-day technology
to combat dating violence and sexual
assault, we can Kkeep survivors and
their families safe while holding the
perpetrators accountable.

It is our job to make sure that our
federally funded hotlines can serve in
the most effective way. We need to get
this done because, at the end of the
day, this amendment will save lives.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support this amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ROSE).

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chair, I move that
the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
MALINOWSKI) having assumed the chair,
Mr. ROSE of New York, Acting Chair of
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union, reported that
that Committee, having had under con-
sideration the bill (H.R. 1585) to reau-
thorize the Violence Against Women
Act of 1994, and for other purposes, had
come to no resolution thereon.

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
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House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Massachusetts?

There was no objection.

——
IN SUPPORT OF VAWA

(Ms. PRESSLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PRESSLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the Violence
Against Women Act, VAWA.

I rise today to bring our stories out
of the shadows. Let us reject the myth
that strong women, bold women, inde-
pendent women do not find themselves
in the throes of violence at the hands
of someone who claims to love them.

My mother, my shero, found herself
in such an abusive relationship, one
that threatened her physical safety and
her sanity, and chipped away at her
dignity and her joy.

As a child, to witness the abuse and
degradation of the person who is your
world, your everything, it is an image,
a feeling, that never leaves.

To the millions of women who find
themselves in the shoes of my mother
and to the countless daughters who
find themselves looking on: I see you. I
am fighting for you and all the Sandys
out there.

My mom, Sandy, depending on the
day, was beaten for being too pretty,
too ugly, too smart, too dumb. This
man beat my mother’s limbs and tried
to beat down her spirit. His abuse was
the deepest of betrayals.

For the stories that we share here
today, if they make people uncomfort-
able, good. Let that discomfort lead to
transformation, transformation in our
discourse, transformation in our law-
making, and a renewed commitment to
our shared humanity.

No more.

Mommy, this one is for you.

——
AMERICA’S ECONOMIC FUTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Ari-
zona (Mr. SCHWEIKERT) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
minority leader.

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, I
promise not to go 60 minutes.

Continuing the series we have been
trying to do on a much more, shall we
call it, wholistic policy of how to get a
sort of unified theory of what will
make America’s economy, opportunity,
our ability to pay for our promises,
particularly over the next 30-some
years, when our baby boomers are in
their retirement years.

This is, actually, sort of just another
module on trying to help sell, educate,
convince, cajole, on that idea.

We always start with this particular
poster now that our belief is you sort
of have five pillars on what we must do
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